
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Oflkc 
Addicjw: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Viiginia 2231 3-1450 
www.uiipto.gpv 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO, 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/000,347 



23353 



12/04/2001 



Mamoni Kudo 



12/23/2003 



RADER FISHMAN & GRAUER PLLC 
LION BUILDING 

1233 20TH street N.W., SUITE 501 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 



SON.2274 



9724 



EXAMINER 



PATEL, GAUTAM 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2655 

DATE MAILED: 12/23/2003 



7 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



10/000.347 



Examiner 
Gautam R. Pate! 



Applicant(s) 
KUDO ET AL 



Art Unit 

2655 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
> Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 17 November 2003 . 
2a)IEI Tiiis action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim{s) 3^7 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 3^7 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n 



Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 



Attach ment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) n InfonfTiation Disclosure Statement(s) {PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) EH Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Infonmal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Tradenrerl^ Office 
PTOL.326 (Rev. 11-03) 
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1 . This is in response to amendment filed on 1 1-17-03 ( Paper # 6). 

2. Claims 3-7 remain for examination. Claims 3-7 are newly presented for 
examination. 

NOTES/REMARKS 

3. A call was made to Mr. Ronald P. Kananen to get some clarification on the claim. 
After some discussion, it was mutually decided that at this time It would difficult to 
resolve all the problems of claim 3. See also interview summary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 112 

4. The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventors, at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 

Page 17, line 6 defines signal HIF as high-frequency signal. HIF only goes to one 
divider [fig.2, unit 43], however claim 3, claims the signal HIF going to two frequency 
dividers [first and second]. Also phase comparator which receives reference signal and 
one of first and second signals is also not defined because first of all NONE of the 
frequency signals are going directly to any one of the phase comparators [41 or 44]. 
Therefore first and second divided signals cannot be generated as claimed 
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5. The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 3-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 3, lines 3-4 "a channel clock generation reference signal [Vclk] [page 16, 
specification] frequency divider that divides a channel clock generation reference signal" 
is confusing and unclear. Since there are two frequency dividers, where this signal Vclk 
is going. It is not clear which divider the Applicants are claiming, also selecting either 
one of leads to even more confusion because non of them defines what is happening 
down the claim, when it comes feeding the signal in phase comparator [there are also 
two phase comparators]. And HIF only goes to one of dividers [unit 43] not both of them 
as claimed. 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3-7 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

7. A search has been made to find the most pertinent art, but no statement will be 
made regarding the allowableness of claims 3-7 and no art rejection will be made 



required to interpret the claims because of their indefiniteness under 35 U.S.C. 
112, 1st and 2nd paragraphs as noted above (see In re Steele, 134 USPQ 292). 



in this office action regarding the claims 1^, due to the heavy speculation 




Other prior art cited 



8. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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1 . Tanoue et al. (US. patent 5,469,41 7) Information recording/reproducing 
apparatus ... 

2. Leis et al. (US. patent 5,128,809) Coherent multi-frequency synthesis 

3. Shimada (US. patent Re. 36,933) Disk reproduction apparatus 

4. Maeda (US. patent 6,028,828) Disk type recording medium ... 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in 
this office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M.P.E.P. 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 C.F.R.§ 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Contact information 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gautam R. Patel whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-7940. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday from 7:30 to 6. 

The appropriate fax number for the organization (Group 2650) where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9314. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ms. Doris To can be reached on (703) 305-4827. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700 or the 
group Customer Service section whose telephone number is (703) 306-0377. 




Gautam R. Patel 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unit 2655 



December 15, 2003 



